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he past twelve months have brought the full impact of the economic
downturn to the region’s heavy construction industry. Projects are bid

only to be cancelled and contractors find they cannot get paid for work they
have performed. Vital infrastructure work to maintain a state of good repair
and to expand capacity is described as “unaffordable” as state and local
governments wrestle with shrinking revenues. More than one year after
SAFETEA-LU expired there is still no federal transportation bill.
Despite this historic “perfect storm,” the General Contractors Association of
New York has confronted rhetoric with facts, focused the attention of opinion
makers and editorial writers on infrastructure issues crucial to our region’s
future, and remains the preeminent voice of an industry whose achievements
have built New York. It is against this backdrop that the GCA will continue
to be the leading advocate for the New York construction industry in 2011 –
providing leadership through our activities and the activism of our directors.

This new GCA brochure highlights the transformative impact of infrastructure investment.
Cover photos (l to r)
CCA Civil and Halmar International is reconstructing the Alexander Hamilton Bridge and Highbridge Interchange connecting the Trans Manhattan and Cross
Bronx Expressways to the George Washington Bridge. This is the largest single-contract construction project in the history of the New York State Department of
Transportation and is being funded almost entirely by federal dollars.
A joint venture of Kiewit Constructors and Weeks Marine is replacing the 109-year-old Willis Avenue Bridge with a new swing bridge including ramps and
approaches. More than 70,000 vehicles use the Willis Avenue Bridge every day.
SIII 2 Tunnel Constructors, a joint venture of J.F. Shea Construction, Skanska USA Civil Northeast and Schiavone Construction Co., is building an extension of the
7 Line from Times Square to the Javits Convention Center. The project will help spur development on the far west side of Manhattan.
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A joint venture of Dragados USA and Judlau Contracting is constructing new subway tunnels that will connect the Long Island Rail Road’s Main and Port
Washington Lines to a new LIRR terminal beneath Grand Central Station. The MTA East Side Access project is one of the largest public transportation
projects in the country.
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espite difficult construction conditions
in 2010, progress continued on such
strategic projects as East Side Access, Second
Avenue Subway, the new World Trade Center
complex and other essential road, bridge, transit
and water infrastructure projects. These engineering and construction
achievements were all begun at a time when our policy makers recognized
that these investments were a down payment on the city’s future.
To ensure that this visionary thinking does not get lost as the focus shifts
to deficit reduction, “rightsizing” government and slashing spending, in
2011 the GCA will redouble our advocacy role for funding those projects and
programs that guarantee New York’s future. Using every advocacy tool at
our command, we will demonstrate not only the wisdom of investing in
infrastructure projects but how taxpayers will achieve an even greater
return on their investment during periods of economic downturn. Our
message will be clear and unequivocal: Funding public works infrastructure
is as vital to our economy as education and health care.
The path ahead remains challenging. Government construction spending
represents 62 percent of all New York City construction dollars, the highest
proportion since 1966. The MTA capital plan represents 25 percent of those
public construction dollars. Yet, both the MTA and NYSDOT capital plans are
funded only through the end of 2011. The contribution of these capital plans
to the city’s and state’s larger economy cannot be overlooked or underestimated. When our policy makers talk about creating jobs, the message from
the GCA will be that jobs are created by investing in our state’s infrastructure. This year’s annual report is a call to action—to the heavy construction
industry, to government decision makers, and to every New Yorker. Together,
we can protect the New York that was built on the work of earlier generations
of visionaries. By strengthening and enhancing our rails, roads, bridges and
water infrastructure, we will guarantee our future quality of life. As the GCA
will assert time and again in 2011, it is a leadership role that only the heavy
construction industry can fulfill.

s President of the GCA in 2010,
I witnessed our member companies
absorb the full impact of the national economic
downturn. For so many of us who experienced
the 1970s and 1990s, the ongoing recession is
another reminder that public works construction is subject to the same
cyclical forces as the private sector market. In this case, however, the
price is paid not only by the unemployed workforce, but by the public who
finds its quality of life diminished as road conditions worsen, mass transit
infrastructure deteriorates and the risks of water main breaks increase as
routine, state-of-good-repair projects are put off for another day, or decade.
New York’s economy depends on a robust infrastructure. From a drinking
water system that helped eradicate 19th century communicable diseases to
a mass transportation system that moves five million people a day, New York
once led the nation in the great public works projects that created thousands
of jobs and left a legacy of a better quality of life for all. Today, our elected
officials have forgotten this history as they focus their efforts on reducing
government spending. In the same year that the region commemorated
the 83rd anniversary of the opening of the Holland Tunnel, we witnessed
the cancellation of another critically important tunnel that would have
doubled capacity for rail commuters between New Jersey and New York.
We saw another year pass with no federal transportation bill and
unwillingness by many to recognize that the only part of the “stimulus”
bill that succeeded in lifting the economy was the six percent that was
spent on infrastructure construction.
Clearly, the task ahead for 2011 is to secure the funding that will enable
the public agencies to invest in infrastructure and to emphasize to all that
we must continue to invest in the critically needed public projects that will
secure the region’s physical environment for future generations. As an
industry, we must continue to collaborate with the agencies to ensure that
projects are delivered more economically and efficiently, and we must
strengthen our labor partnership to address the changing dynamics of the
21st century construction market. Our future, and the future quality of life
for all New Yorkers, depends on it.

Denise M. Richardson
Managing Director/Secretary to the Board
Richard Raab
President
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Keeping New York Working

Discovery of historic ship by EE Cruz and Nicholson
Construction during the excavation of the Vehicle Security Center

WTC Vehicle Security Center,
EE Cruz and Nicholson
Construction

PATH Mezzanine at WTC
Transportation Hub,
Skanska Granite Skanska
Greenwich Street Corridor, NYCT 1 Line at WTC, Tutor Perini
WTC Vehicle Security Center, EE Cruz and
Nicholson Construction

Rebuilding the World Trade Center Site

R

ebuilding the World Trade Center site is
an immensely complex task. Until the
buildings started to rise from the ground, it
seemed as though little or no work was taking
place. In reality, before the buildings could
even reach ground level, an interconnected
network of foundations, support structures,
piping and utilities – a literal city of infrastructure
– had to be built first. This ongoing work is
being performed by the members of the
General Contractors Association of New York
and the thousands of unionized skilled trades
workers they employ.
More than 100 different prime and subcontractors and their employees are working within the
confines of a transportation corridor that moves
150,000 commuters a day through the site via
the MTA 1 Line and the PATH trains.
Here are just a few of the many World Trade Center
projects that are underway by GCA members:
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Vehicle Security and Screening Center,
EE Cruz, Nicholson Construction,
Yonkers Contracting
The Vehicle Security Center is being built to
provide for the underground delivery of goods
and services to the buildings and facilities within
the World Trade Center complex. Construction
is challenging and made more difficult by the
presence of an active pedestrian bridge through

the site and a limited work area due to
adjacent construction projects. EE Cruz teamed
up with Nicholson Construction to build what
will become the third or south bathtub upon
which the Vehicle Security Center will be built.
The second phase of the excavation and
foundation for the Vehicle Security Center is
being built by Yonkers Contracting Company.
During excavation for the foundation of the
Vehicle Security Center, EE Cruz and Nicholson
Construction uncovered a piece of Manhattan’s
seaport history with the discovery of a 32-foot
section of the hull of a 1750’s French ship that
had been “preserved” in the fill. All work stopped
while this unique picture into Manhattan’s past
was carefully removed by the contractor and
consulting archaeologists for later reassembly
and public display.
Transportation Hub, Skanska,
Granite, Skanska
The signature PATH Transit Hall designed by
renowned architect Santiago Calatrava is a
complicated structure and demonstrates how
interconnected the work is at the World Trade
Center site. Part of the concrete roof for the
Transit Hall will form the floor for the plaza to
the new Memorial. The mezzanine of the new
structure will also connect to the future transit
hall to the east, and facilitate connections to
New York City Transit lines.

The tri-venture of Skanksa USA Civil, Granite
Construction and Skanska USA Building, is
constructing the PATH Transit Hall including
the construction of four rail platforms and
installation of heating, ventilation, air-conditioning,
and plumbing systems. Construction is taking
place around fully-operational PATH trains.
Greenwich Street Corridor, Tutor Perini
The Greenwich Street corridor will serve as a
critical pedestrian access to the Memorial and the
Memorial’s tree-lined plaza and waterfall-fed
reflecting pools. To build the new city street,
a support box for the 1 Line that will run
beneath the street has first to be constructed – a
complicated process because of the fine
tolerances allowed in the movement of the
subway line. To speed construction, Tutor Perini
is utilizing the creative and technically
complicated approach of building the support
structure from the “top down.”
Essentially, rather than building from the
foundation up, Tutor Perini has been building
as they dig down. It reflects the construction
sophistication required when excavating around
and under a live subway line. The project requires
close monitoring of pile and foundation vibrations
throughout the site and close coordination of
work with other contractors working alongside.

Federal Stimulus Money Keeps New York Working

T

he American Recovery and Reinvestment
Act (ARRA) provided a necessary shot in
the arm to New York’s construction industry.
While infrastructure was only six percent of the
total stimulus funding package, those dollars
were critical in funding projects that preserved
construction jobs that would otherwise have been
lost. Some of the critical infrastructure projects
funded with ARRA dollars are noted below.
Topping the list is the LaQuila Group’s project to
improve the Staten Island Expressway. This NYS
Department of Transportation sponsored project
combines ARRA and 2005 Transportation Bond Act
funds to address poor conditions, critical entrance
and exit ramp safety hazards and eliminate traffic
bottlenecks on one of New York City’s most heavily
traveled highways.
ARRA funds are also providing support to
some of New York’s iconic structures. Through
a combination of ARRA and other federal and
city dollars, Skanska Koch is rehabilitating the
approach ramps to the Brooklyn Bridge while

Conti of New York’s design-build project to
demolish and reconstruct eight ramps will improve
access to the St. George Staten Island Ferry
Terminal. Similarly, Unicorn Construction’s
targeted component rehabilitation at 12 bridges
throughout New York City will upgrade conditions
on roadway bridges spanning highways, Amtrak,
LIRR and SIRTOA facilities. Judlau Contracting’s
component repair of the dilapidated deck on the
Greenpoint Avenue Bridge over Newtown Creek
will restore this critical truck link between Brooklyn
and Queens.
The ARRA program has also allowed the
MTA to advance core infrastructure projects
including station improvements and ventilation
system upgrades. Using ARRA funds, the MTA
has awarded a contract to John Picone Inc.
to rehabilitate five subway stations and has

selected a joint venture of Citnalta Construction
and Judlau Contracting to rehabilitate an
additional seven stations and the line structure
on the West End Line D train. Each station requires
a different type of upgrade including repairs to
the roofs, windows, platforms and structures.
Vent plants are the hidden but essential
component of the subway system ensuring
adequate ventilation and removal of heat and
smoke during emergencies. Judlau Contracting
is building a new vent plant for the IND Queens
Boulevard Line that will improve ventilation and
meet current safety standards.

Rehabilitation of 12 Bridges in New York City,
Unicorn Construction

Rehabilitation of BMT West End Line
stations, Brooklyn, John Piccone, Inc.

Greenpoint Avenue Bridge connecting Greenpoint, Brooklyn,
and Maspeth, Queens, Judlau Contracting
Jackson Avenue Vent Plant, Queens, Judlau Contracting
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An Advocacy Leader

D

uring 2010, through the media and the courthouse, the GCA
confronted Governor Paterson’s action to hold the construction
industry hostage to the state’s budget and fiscal crisis when he
refused to award contracts and pay contractors for ongoing work. In
addition to media advocacy, opinion essays, interviews and social
media, the GCA filed litigation to highlight the destructive impact
of the Governor’s action on the construction industry and workers.
As a result of the industry’s coordinated campaign, payments were
released with minimum delay.

Op-ed piece by Denise Richardson, August 9, 2010

A Leader in Transportation Advocacy
Our elected officials and the public need to understand the
hidden costs of allowing New York’s infrastructure to crumble.
To this end, the GCA actively engages in a public discussion
that highlights
the impact of
deteriorated
infrastructure on
the public’s
quality of life
and the region’s

Felice Farber joins her colleagues and construction men and women in a mock funeral procession
that departed the State Capitol and proceeded to the Albany State Supreme Court to protest
Governor Paterson’s continuing freeze of payments to approved state infrastructure projects.

economic health.
Denise Richardson with NYS Senator Martin Malave Dilan at
Astoria Auto Repairs demonstrating the cost of poor road
conditions on vehicle repair and operating expenses

Working with TRIP,

The GCA was called upon to discuss infrastructure issues

a Washington

before organizations and at industry seminars sponsored

D.C.-based think tank, the GCA acted to highlight road and

by groups as diverse as McGraw Hill, American Society of

bridge conditions in New York, computing the direct cost of

Highway Engineers, Infrastructure USA and the New York

poor conditions on motorists. This effort became a rallying cry

State Department of Transportation. The GCA also created

for a five-year capital plan for roads, bridges and transit.

new literature highlighting the transformative impact of
infrastructure investment from the Erie Canal to the Interstate

The GCA was frequently called upon by media outlets such

Highway System, emphasizing that without this first generation

as NPR and NY1 to provide information and commentary on

of megaprojects, New York would never have become the

the state of New York’s transportation network and the role it

economic world leader it is today.

plays in the regional and national economy and in construction
industry employment. WNBC’s Nightly News with Chuck

Keeping our Members Informed and Educated

Scarborough profiled the GCA and interviewed Denise

Throughout 2010, the GCA has implemented programs

Richardson in a series of stories discussing the state’s budget

to keep our members informed about relevant issues.

crisis and the impact on the capital budget and contractors.

Our new website is providing up-to-date information to
members about union agreements, wage rates, regulatory
updates, and other matters of interest. The website won the
prestigious Gold Award from MARCOM, an international
competition recognizing creative excellence in marketing
and communications.
The GCA’s series of education forums held in 2010 kept
members current on safety and regulatory matters. As New
York City, New York State and various government agencies
and authorities have different requirements for retrofitting
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Denise Richardson tells NPR that a decision by the Governor to freeze payments on public
infrastructure projects throughout N.Y. will have a catastrophic impact on the construction
industry and the condition of our roads and bridges.

equipment to reduce particulate emissions, the GCA held

two seminars with the regulatory bodies, retrofit equipment

Activists for

manufacturers and contractors to educate members on

Transportation Funding

important rules, product availability and contractor experience.

Federal funding supports more
than 50 percent of the road and

A safe work environment is the most important requirement

bridge capital program and

for every construction job. To help members stay on top

25 percent of the MTA capital

of new regulations and certification requirements, the

program. The GCA’s prime

GCA sponsored a series of safety training sessions in

legislative priority is ensuring

scaffold safety and crane operations including hoist and

an uninterrupted flow of

hand signals and competent rigger practices.

funding for these critical capital programs. The GCA was

Michael McHugh, Moretrench American
Corp., talking to Representative Peter King
at the GCA/NYRIC legislative reception in
Washington in April

active on several fronts in maintaining
The GCA also hosted several speakers to discuss current

and increasing federal funding for New

developments in their areas. Among them were representatives

York. The GCA promoted the award of

from the Mayor’s Office, OSHA, and MTA New York City Transit.

federal stimulus projects, educated New
York’s Congressional delegation about
the impact of short-term extensions of
SAFETEA-LU, advocated for a multiyear
NYSDOT Acting Commissioner
Stan Gee with Raymond Gizzi
from Ecco III Enterprises at
the ground breaking for the
Kew Gardens Interchange.

transportation bill and highlighted the
economic cost of poor road, bridge
and transit

conditions. Particularly when key
legislative changes are on the
horizon, the GCA is at the
Minority- and Women-Owned Enterprises discuss business opportunities with GCA members at the
GCA’s 2nd Annual D/M/WBE networking conference in June.

forefront, working aggressively
on legislative changes, forming
alliances and educating both

Increasing Opportunities for Minority-

government bodies and GCA

and Women-Owned Businesses

members about the law and

The GCA continued our

its impact.

FHWA Administrator Victor Mendez,
Denise Richardson and NYSDOT Regional
Director Phil Eng at the ground breaking
for the Staten Island Expressway Access
Improvement Project

successful D/M/WBE networking
forum with participation and

Installation of Officers and Annual Meeting

interest from minority- and

The GCA brings elected officials, government leaders and

women-owned firms. The GCA

our members together to discuss issues affecting the heavy

will be enhancing D/M/WBE

construction industry. This was one of the first public forums

training for both general
contractors and minority- and

Felice Farber welcoming attendees to the
GCA’s 2nd Annual D/M/WBE conference

women-owned firms in 2011.

for Comptroller John Liu. Later in the year, New Jersey DOT
Commissioner James Simpson was the featured speaker at
the Annual Luncheon. Commissioner Simpson spoke to
GCA members about New Jersey’s fiscal condition and some

Negotiating for Improved Labor Relations

of the larger funding issues the state faces.

Partnering with labor is a critical aspect of the GCA’s
mission. Not only does it broaden the advocacy base for
infrastructure investment, it helps to generate stability and
a safe work environment. In a tight construction market,
staying ahead of the competition and maintaining union
competitiveness and market domination is key. To that end,
the GCA negotiated new collective bargaining agreements
with the Operating Engineers Locals 14 and 15 and the
Tunnel Workers Local 147.
GCA Officers Gene Kelley, Rick DiLouie, Richard Raab and Robert Wessels with NJ DOT
Commissioner James Simpson, center, at the GCA Annual Luncheon
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2010 New Members

Active:

2010 Executive Committee

Citnalta Construction Corp.
Michael Gargiulo		

Judlau Contracting, Inc.			
Jay I. Dier		

Unicorn Construction Enterprises, Inc.
Sanjeev Dhawan

DeFoe Corp.
Charles Androsiglio		

Kiewit Constructors Inc.			
Wayne Thomas

Urban Foundation/Engineering, LLC
Richard H. DiLouie		

E.E. Cruz & Co., Inc.
Joseph Malandro

Moretrench American Corp.		
Art Corwin

Weeks Marine Inc.			
Dave A. Vosseller

Delaney Associates, LP
Kenneth J. Delaney		

Northeast/Remsco Construction Inc.
Rolando Acosta

El Sol Contracting & Construction
Corp.
Paul Pomponio			

Petracca & Sons, Inc.			
Phil Robinson			

William A. Gross Construction 		
Associates, Inc.				
Steven Rizzo

n Acme

Associate:
Skillman Concrete Co. Inc.

n Anthony

Rivara Contracting LLC

n

Brooklyn Rebar

n

GZA GeoEnvironmental of New York

n

Harsco Infrastructure Americas

Brown & Perkins, Inc.

n

n

Coastal Environmental Group, Inc.

n

CFS Steel Company

n

Jesco, Inc.

n

Deland Contracting Inc.

n

Coffill Consulting

n

J.J. Kane Auctioneers

n

JLJ IV Enterprises, Inc.

n

EnviroTrac Ltd.

n

KND Licensed Electrical

n

MetroRock, LLC

n

Fabiani Cohen & Hall, LLP

n

NAC Industries Inc.

n

Garden State Precast Inc.

n

Perfetto Contracting Co. Inc.

n The

Falco Construction Corp.
Madeline Falco
Ferreira Construction Co. Inc.*
Nelson Ferreira			
Frontier-Kemper Constructors Inc.
Richard Raab
Granite Construction Northeast, Inc.
Eugene Kelley
Halmar International LLC*
Christopher Larsen
J. F. Shea Construction, Inc.		
James Marquardt
John P. Picone Inc.			
Robert Wessels

Graham Company

Schiavone Construction Co.		
Michael Goldstein			
Silverite Construction Co., Inc.		
Angelo Silveri		
Skanska Koch, Inc.			
Robert Koch			
Skanska USA Civil Northeast Inc.
Michael Viggiano
T. Moriarty & Son, Inc.			
James Moriarty, Jr.
Trevcon Construction Co. Inc.		
Ronald Treveloni
Tully Construction Co. Inc.		
Peter Tully

Tutor Perini Corporation		
JRCNY Corp.*				
James M. Laing
Evarett Cruz, Jr.

Contracting & Services Corp.
n

Sills Cummis & Gross P.C.

n

Strocchia Iron Works

Yonkers Contracting Co., Inc.		
John Kolaya

GCA Officers:
President:
Richard Raab
Frontier–Kemper Constructors Inc.
1st Vice President:
Robert Wessels
John P. Picone Inc.
2nd Vice President:
Richard H. DiLouie
Urban Foundation/Engineering, LLC
Treasurer:
Eugene Kelley
Granite Construction Northeast, Inc.

*Elected to the Executive Committee in 2010

In Memoriam William A. Gross
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illiam A. Gross, principal and founder of William A. Gross Construction Associates, Inc. and member of the GCA’s Executive Committee, passed away on
April 30, 2010. Born in Brooklyn and raised in Queens, Bill combined his love of baseball and his passion for civil engineering by founding a firm that
specializes in the construction of parks, baseball fields and other recreational areas. Bill’s legacy will live on in the award-winning work at the Prospect Park Parade
Grounds, the restoration of Central Park’s Bethesda Terrace, the Flushing Bay Promenade, and the monuments to Jackie Robinson and Pee Wee Reese at KeySpan
Park. His contribution to the GCA will be missed, but his commitment to making New York a greener, better place for all will continue on through his son Mark’s
leadership of the next generation at the company.

General Contractors Association of New York
60 East 42nd Street
New York, NY 10165
212.687.3131
www.gcany.com

